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Preface

My acquuntance with Advaita sasold as that
with Visishtadvaita When 1 began in 1919 studying
the latter as expounded by Ramanuja 1n is Sri Bha-
shya, 1t may be smd, 1 began studying also the
former, siace the work elaborately and m a detailed
manner deals with this too, though for the sake of
enticism  Seen 1 the hight of Ramanuga’s criticisms
Advaita appeared a weak and absurd philosophy, 1
wanted to know whether 1t was really so There
arose a strong desire 1n me to satisfy myself as to
whether Ramanuja’s eriticisms aganst Advasta were
qute veasonable and justified and see whether 1t s
not posstble to defend 1t against them. With this end
m view I had equal inteiest 1n understanding both the
phulosophies and read not only all the important works
on Visshtadvaita bot also those on Advaita

The question of Brahman's contact with maya or
avidya, or to put 1t 1n another form, the question of
MAaya of avidya eclipsing Brahman the absolute, 15 2
very difficult one, Itis absolutely umpossible for pe
to connect with each other the two concepts ¢ The

Absolute, the Nirvisesba, Brahman and the false mayq
Saying this | am obviously ronfessing that I belong
to the group of men whom Amalananda, the anthor of
the Kalpataru, calls o

anda, meaning those of small
mtelhgence, Bat 1 have made honest and sincere at.
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tempt to find the natare of conception of Brahman
w contact with amdya on the part of the rost 1n

telligent authors on advaita So faras Icould see
none of them has cxplained the point tn 2 convintiag
and stisflactory manner [ am almost convinced that
none of them has any direct and correct answer to the
question.  All of them are fully aware o the dufficnity
but tyking the potnt for granted prapound Advaita

Brahman the absolute as conc ved apd accepted
i Advarta 18 not open t any change It 15 absolutely
changeless It cannot change itself and 1t 13 uncapa
ble of b ing affected tn any way by any thirg els
And there 15 nothing else than wself which could
affrct st 1t 1mthe one, secondless and attributeless
reality How could the pure Brahman become an 1m
pure one?

Advattins g2y 1 reply that strdyz and its contact
with Brahman ase begimingless  What 18 meant bv
this1s thiss  No doubt Brahman e pute in 1t elf But
there was 2o time 1 the past when it remzined alone,
mn the stn e “without atedya 1t should not be thought
that at {irst 1 rahman was 1n its perfect punty, and
Iater on avidya came to st Avidye 15 always there
it 18 a3 beginningless as Brahman 1tself

Some appear to hold the view that one evidya
contacting Brabman i2 responmible for another SUdya
and ts mmilarly in contact with Brahman 1s responsi
ble for yet another avedje and i this way there 5 2
long and beginningless chain of aoudyes  Now we have
B0t 2 series of avrdyus nstead of one. Byt the pomt
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is how could there be any awdya -at all occuring to
Brahman which s eternally intrinsically and abso-
lutely pure and changeless. Brahman as such cannot
have any avidya happening toit. Where 1s the ques-

tion of a previous avsdya being responsible for a suc-
ceeding avidya ?

Avidya, als> called by many as maya and positive
1gnorance, pertaining to Brahman 1s said to evolve
itself nto the world and all phenomena n 1t. It 1s not
as1f Brahman comesin contact with that kind of
avidya already existing somewhere, It 1s one imposed
on utself by Brahman Is the absolnte Brabman eca-
pable of having any thing new happening to it ? If the
answer 1s ‘yes’ then that capability will be a ‘second
reality and it will kill Advaita If on the other hand
the answer 1s,as 1t shoold be according to Advaita,
‘N.’ then how the Advaita Brahman could impose on
itself avidya could never be explained, The postula-
tion of a previous avidya to explain the subsequent

one1s absolutely useless  For, the criticism applies
equally to that also.

Even supposing there 15 some primary avedja 1t
cannot belp us out of the difficulty The Sankhya
view about the ultimate cause of the world 15 reject-
ed by Badarayanz, the author of the Vedanta
sutras and concerned sutras are explamed by San-
kara faithfully and correctly. The purusha acce-
Pted by Sankhya 1s just lke the Advaita Brah-

man, mcapable of any will or movement
oraction, Prakriti or matter 1s unintelligent ; 1t

cannot take any mmtiative towards the creation of
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the world How could the warld come 1nto existence?
Just the same 15 the case with Advaita Brahman and
avidys Brahman 1s absolotely indifferent It can
neither influence nor be infloenced by 4ny  thing else
Awvidya like matter, cannot act hy itself  So nerther
Brahman nor avidya could be the cau e of the world

There 1s however a difference between prakeils
matter, accepted in Sankhyn 1nd avidya accépted in
Advate  whereas the former has 1ts own reality, its
own existence, independent of purusha the Iatter owes
tself to Brahman ~ There could be no avidya unless
Brahman errs Can Brahman ever err? That which errs
can not be Brahman, and that which 15 Br.hman can
not err This fact renders the Advaita phusophy more
irrational and more difficolt to understand than
Sankhya Avidya s beginmingless just hke Brahman
may be an answer to the quastion ~*\Vhen drd avidya
catch hold of Brahman 2 and not 1o the question——
“how could any avidya bappen in Brahman ! Avidyn
m Brahman would be just lhe darkness i the ndday
sunshine  One 1 a8 impossible as another

Such constderations as these forced upon me the
conclnsion that Ramanuja was justified 1 cnticising
Advaita and it 15 impossible to defend 5t

In the old princely state of Pudukkottar which con
ducteda Vidvattabhe  doring movagalre festival every
year, the Dewans nged to mvite all the pandits to theyr
resudence just 1in the evemng preceding the Sambiia
vana day and listen to the speeches dehivered by some
of the emment vidoams one vear the Dewan
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who was a follower of Advaita asked the same ques-
tion as we considered above : How could the pure
Brahman get affected by ewidya or maya? He just
wanted to know how 1t was possible, There were
many great Advatta scholars in the gatbering. One
ot them began to say something, first mentioning some
example The Dewan at once intervened and said
* Let us consider examples afterwards 1 want toknow
first how 1t 1s possible for the absolute Brahman to be
caught by avidya.,” Having waited for one or two
minutes during which perfect silence prevailed 1n the
hall the Dewan ordered distribution of pansupari, This
wncident well proved to me that the question 1s really
a very difficult one and none of my Advaita friends
who were very many help me to understand 1t
l1ama writer of books from my young age and
have written a few sice. I could have written a2 book
also on Vedanta putting forthmy thoughts on Advaita
But I refrained lest my advaita friends should feel un-
happy and get displeased with me, These are days
when Hindwsm, the most ancient rehigion 1n the world
:?Idoieieiféo:v:muy connected with the life of people
rld, 1s fast disintegrating and threaten-
:;gdu:ll‘ ::husl,t:ht:tmb}elg::sg PE: i;;nc:eatlt lbehove: b
Completely united and find 5 e o be
from the, 1o o , ways and means to save it
would be utt:r follllg ILSH In the circumstances it
any way responsxb}l,e f:r :‘;3; Pody's Bart to be n
amongus It yag this 121:, and widanmg ¢he &P
2 that prevented me
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from wnting any work cnticising others Pblhmphy
To refer to one more incident that took place 12
the same Pudukkottar vidvof sabha, but n arother
year the Dewan desired that three scholars repre-
sen*ing the three schools of Vedanta might say some
thmg abont their respective philosophy The Advaita
genhema}‘t_lrsaaégl the seufs text ‘2ol fram as® Do'nt
twist 1t Accept what its patoral and clear mean
ing s Does it pot tel} us unequivocallly that soa

# identical with Brahman ? What 15 st but
Advasta ? No doubt part of the word ‘faf’ as well

as owmn’ 18 to be abandoned in order to warrant
the idertity , butitss mmevitable When we ask
our servant to bring the resting plank he will first

get 1t vacated and then only bring it to us

The gentleman did fiot at all refer to such Sputies as
bhokia bhogyam prertaram co matve, whose meamng
15 clear enough to be understood even by an ordinary
man and which mnsist on our knowing jiva, matter,
and Brahman as eptities quite distinet and different
from each other, as if they do not exist atall, Be
sides Ins meanung of the text fof fgam asers vot a
natural one Jiva 1san individual goul ondergowng all
sorts of suffenings bat Brahman 18 the Supreme Soul
the umiversal soul absolutely free from all patns and
sorrows, How conld there be any i1dentity between the
two? To get over this difficulty he bad to give a
ferced and tnnatural meaming to both the terms faf
and fvam Regarding the example 1t may be pownted
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out that a servant, if and .when asked to bring the
hand box of cash will never do so after opening 1t and
removing all us contents and thus emptymet 1
was the neat speaker ButI did not say anything
criticising his speeech on these himes 1 simply avod-
ed making any reference to it and spoke on some
uncontroversial generil subject and imshed my speech.
Such has been my disinchination to write or say any
thing enticising Advaita

MM Ananta Knshhna Sastn was a friend of mine
and we knew each other since very many years back
To write some thing attacking the Srt Bhashya and
Visishtadvaita was his hobby, he was a hasty writer
with little or no care for correctness of stitements
and worth or ment of the writings PFarthasaratha
Misra most probably a contemporary of Vacha.
spatt Misra, 15 a famous Mimansa auttor Sastra
Dipika 15 one of g great and valuable worls
In it he has subjected Advaita to trenchant
criticisms  He describes this as the pratthng of those
that have not studied well the rules of
In Ius introduction to this work publ
Nirnaya Sagara Press Bombay Sn Sastr
regarding those cnticisms but refutes
dvaita view that the Purva apd Uttar,

constitute one Sastra,these twobein
whole

interpretation,
ished by the
152ys notiing
the Visishta-
a Mimimsas

g only parts of that
The two are concerned with'the two parts of

the Veda relating to Karma and Brahman respectively,
So like Veda, Mimamsa which 15 nothing but a com-

mentary on it 1s one constsiting of twoparts S castn



(81

ocould not of would not understand this simple ques-
tion His reasomng was so bad that 1 felt compelled
townteareply I wrote one with the title “Mumd-
msa Nyaya Sanchara? which may be found at the
end of my Mimamsabhyudaya In that paper too
I did not say anything agatast Advata His sobse-
quent works were too full of mmistakes and blunder to
keep me silent I however resisted the temptation
he has written 2 commentary on the Advaita Vedanta
Panbhasha, wherein he frequently crtiises the good
old commentary by Ramakrishna Dikshita, a profonnd
scnolae I began to wntea commentary of my own
on the Vedanta Paribhasha with a view to rmhe known
to the scholarly public the fact that wherever S
Sastn differed from the old commentator the latter1s
always correct and the former always wrong  Unfor
tunately the commentary could not be completed and
published,

It 18 2 matter for ntmost regret and sorrow for
all gocd men, for a  well wishers of humam y,
that H B Sankaracharya of hamakoti Fitham
wance very long back wducing and encouraging
Advata Pandits to write works refuting Vst
sbtadvara I fail to understand why at all any
advaiin should look askance at the other philo-
syphy I remember to have read somewhere 1 Sn
S Radhaknshnan’s work a line ike*We are Advaitins
n theoty Visishtadvaiting in religion and Dvaitios 1n
practice” That ghould be the attitode of Advaitins
towards the other schools of Vedanta All that 1s
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accepted 1n Visishtadvaita  Advaiting may assign to
the lower level, that of vyavhara and have the satis-
faction that the trath their philosophy establishes per-
tains to a higher level, that of paramartha The body
and soul relationship—sarira sann bhava—between
the world and Brahman s the hinge on which Visishta
dvaita turns [f this 1s accepted as a vyavhara reality
what 15 lost to Advaita ? Sankara has not only not
rejected this relationship but accepted 1t asmay be
seen from a passage of one of his minor works,
Common people aren need of such rehgion or
philosophy as would make them God-fearing and
dharma-minded, so that they may live a peaceful
contented and prosperous hfe, For achieving this end
a God full of auspicions quahties and capable of re-
warding the victuous and pumishing the wicked 1s re
qmred and not 2 quahtiless absolute, Advaitins sole
concern should be to get first themselves convinced and

then prove that there1s a puramartha reality other

than the wvyaviara one, and not to attack the other
schools of Vedanta,

As soon as I came toknow St Sastr's nidiculous
attempt to criticise Destka’s  Satadushan 1t appeared

to me that 1f I wrote now a work crtically dealing
with Advaita, not only I would not be musunderstood

and accused of unnecessarily attacking that philosophy
bat I would be serving it by clearly pownting out the
difficult pots m it so that competent scholags
may serwously consider and make 1f possible a genuipe

attempt to explarn and elucidate them,
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Visishtadvaitasiddhi

Introduction

1. Visishtadvaita

The sage Uddalaka, had a son whose name was
Svetaketu, Since the moment Svetaketu was born
Uddalaka bad the great ambition to initiate him as
early as possible and make lum a great scholar well-
versed in all sastras and vidyas But he was very
keenly disappomnted. Svetaketu was very haughty boy.
He never cared for learmrg, He always disobeyed
his father, Whenever he thought his father would
catch hum he van to his grandfather and fell mto s
lap whicn was always ready to receive and entertamn
m  His grand-father,Aruna, was sofond of him that
he took all mnterest 1n keeping him pleased rather than
i his learmng  Uddalaka could not chide or chastise
the boy 1n the presence of his esteemed father,

Svetaketu grew a Loy of twelve His father was
impatient and once finding him alone said—~“Boy,
learn Vedas. None bora wn our family remains with-
out learnmg like a psudo Brahman,” These words of
lis father hurt Svetaketa very deeply and severely
That very moment he left home and approaching a
guru studied all the Vedas and the ancillary sasiras
under im  His extra ordinary intelligence and wis-
dom, aptitude for learning, fine conduct and behaviour,
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and devoted wnd enthusastic services to hum-
self, all these combined 1n wakmng the gurn not only
extremely kind to himn bat quite prepared to teach bum
all the time of the day and all tnat he knew so that be
would become a con ommate scholar and that 1 as
ghort a time ag possible  What others wounld require
fortv elght years to learn Svetaketn learned 1n
twelve years and tetymed home, full of pnde
asif he was the most learned mn the world and
thete was nothing more to be learnt by um  This
lack of virtue, this pride and 1mpudence on the part of
his son pained agam Uddakka He asked—*Boy you
seem to think that your learning 18 perfect Bot did
you seek to learn that commander, to know whom 18
to know all # This 1dea was quite new to Svetaketn,
so new that he thonght that such a thing such a com-
mander, could never exist : “To know one 15 to know
all | No, there 15 no possibility for such an ertity ¥’ So
be put the question to hus father © Revered sir, how 15
that commander " The kind father, n order to help
fus son concesve that strange and important concept
and convince him about 1t mentioned three instances
The first was clay ' Take a wass of clay, of which
several things are made, viz pot and other vessels op
some other things  All these things remamn even then
clay as they were onginally When it lay 2s a mere
mass the clay had no different forms or names bnt
when several things are made out of it, 1t1s that very
clay that has taken those many forms and names 1n
order to serve different purposes whicha mere mass
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of clay cannot serve All these productions arc nothing
but that oniginal clay, So the comprehenston of the
clay 1s the comprehension of all these things, The
substance of every thing made of the clay 1s covered
by the comprehension of theclay, though the farm and
name 1t takes later were not existing then and therefore
cannot be the object of that comprehension, The
other two nstances are gold and 1ron

Uddalaka concluded his reply saying “‘Like there
15 that Commander”’. When Uddalaka mentioned the
commander as one to know whom 1s to know all. Sveta-
ketu could not understand, because the question at once
arose within him “How can knowledge of one thingbe
knowledge of anything else, not to speak of knowledge
of all.” The examples ctted by his father suggested
the proper and convincing answer to the question.

The effects are not separate and distinct

from
their material cause,

They are identical with it The

same substance 1n a state 1s the cause and in another

the effeets In the former 1t 1s one and not many with

different names, But in the latter 1t becomes many

with different forms and names. The substance 1s the

same though undergoing certain changes to become fit
to be called effects There are certamm philosophers
who hold the view called asat~Zarya-vada, according
to which the matenal cause andits effects, 1e, the
thing made of 1t are separate substances, there 15 no
identity between them Rejecting this view as unten-
able the Vedanta philosophy accepts the view called
sut karya-vada In a mud pot we do not see two sepa~
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rate substances—mud and pot Nor can we say that
mud 18 pone and onlv pot i1s there, since the
pot 18 mud and nothing else What 1s new in the
effect 18 not any substance but the shape and name
The substance alrnady existing, saf takes a new form
and name and this 1s its state as effect Sothis view
of wdentity between the matenal cavse and its effect
1s called saf karya vada  When this 1dentity between
the matenal cause and 1ts effect ts borne 1n mind there
will be no difficulty v understanding when it 18 sard
that cogmition of mud s the eogmtion of all the things
made of it So Svetaketa now clearly understood
what was meant by his fathers queston to him
Did you ask your goro to teach you about that Com-
mander who 15 the material cause of the whole world ?”
This was the meaning of 1t, he thought
The form of the queshion 18 sigmificant Uddalaka
did not ask Svetaketn *Did your teacher teach you
that Commander » bat Did you request your teacher
to teach you that commander » Ip the former form
the question may reflect on the teacher It may mean
*was be kind to you and so tacght you this great
trath or 1s 1t that he was not so kind as to teach you
that *’ So Uddalaka avoided this form The question
as 1t 15, means*'Is that yon askedhim to teach you that
and he did so, or 181t that you did not ask him and
:t:r:::lr;:e S:d]:m teachy If the latter was the case
y with the disciple and not with the teacher

Svetaketu said 1n reply blontly “Certainly my
Tevered Gura himself did not know this. QOtherwise
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how could 1t be that be did not teach me that ? He
knew well that 1t was not proper on his part to give
expression to his gura's ignorance But he wanted to
tell s father that it was neither hus fault nor his guru’s
that he did not impart to him this knowledge, He crav-
ed hus guru to teach Tum all that he knew and he was
pleased to do so and said that he did so when be sent
tim home. There was another reason also for this
plain statement of Svetaketu If he sunply said that
he did not ask lus gurn to mnstruct im 1n this Vidya
his father might perhaps ask him to go agamn to his
guru and get enlightened He therefore maicated before-

hand that there was nouse going agam to lus guru-
kula.

From the pedantic behaviour of Svetaketu his father
knew quite well that he bad not received instruction
1n the Brahma Vidya, for he thought a person possess
ing true knowledge of Brahman would neverbe so inso-
Tent and proud as Svetaketu was after his return from
gurukula  With a view to humble him and make hun
prone to recewve Brahman-knowledge which he would
mmpart if he saught for it he asked the question and
1t had the desired effect. Uddalaka, for indicating
the world cause, the Supreme Soul Brahman, used pur-
posely the term Adesa meamng commanderor Adeshia
an Sanskrit  Svetaketu was too proud of his learming
and capacity, He must be made aware of the fact
that men are not thewr own masters There 1s the

Supreme Lord who controls all men and things in the
4
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world, Whatever happens 1n the world happens due
tohis wmill But for his will nothing good or bad
will ever happen Svetaketu was intelligent and
shrewd enough to understand all this and implored
Iis father that he himself mught teach him the great
truth  The father readily consented and tiaght mim

This 18 the story which introduces the Sadvidye
contained 1n the sixth chapter of the Chandogya up

mishat  This 15 meant for teling us that thoagh bom
m good farmmly and with all facthties available, boys
torn to be wndifferent and averse to learning The
elders however should take all care to make them
learned ones.

Uddalaka begins his teaching with the declaration
‘Boy the existent alone was all this previously, only
one without a second ’ Explaming the exclasive
‘alone’ he then said ¢ Here some say that non existent,
alone was this previously, only one without a second
But this 15 an impossible view  How conld the exis-
tent arise from the nop-existent ?

We see the world 15 one that exists The canseof the
world that exists must have been existent Can a thing
come into existence out of nothing? If there 18 no clay
there will be no pot  So the cause of an existing thing
must be an existent one This role has no exception

One school of Buddhist philosophy holds the ex
treme view that void alone 15 the ultimate trath Bt
this 13 quite untenable It1s absolutely impossible for
hoiders of this view to explain the phengmena of the
world  One may s2y this 18 all mere appearanice But
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one should sersously think how could there be even a
bare appearance in the vord Appearance itself 1s 1m-
posstble not to speak of one to whom the appearance
occurs and of that which appears Appearance implies
these two,

Without these two there could be no
appearance

According to another sch ol every thing 1s momen-

tary A thing exists only for a moment, In the next

moment the thing automatically perishes and becomes

non-existent What we see in the next moment s not

the same thing as existed in the first moment,

but a
new one but very closely similar to 1t

This end of
things in the next moment 1s called the uncogmsed or

unobserved end  When the pot 1s brcken or the cloth

1s burnt that end of then 1s their cognised or observed

end This view also 1s unacceptable There is no
reason which will compel us to accept the uncognised

end of things and a new thing coming into existence

without a cause, agunst our well established expen-
ence of their continued existence

The view of Vaiseshika philosophers-asat-karyavada
has been already explained Though 1t accepts an exist-
wog thing as the wnatenal cause of the effects, still hold-
iog that the effects are quite distinct and separate from
the material, 1t has to face the difficulty m explaining

how a new substance separate from 1ts material cause

can come into existent Uddalaka mdicates that

rejection of all these and sumilar wrong views 1s meant

by ‘alone’ 1n his statement s “The existent alone was
this at first
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What 1s meant by ‘only one’ becomes clear when
we consider lus next statement It 18 this —
‘It saw 1 shall become many
1 shall be born®

It was only one and 1t thought ‘I shall become
many ’and became many as stated subsequently It
18 clear only one’ in the previous statement indicates
contrast ‘with many’ in the succeeding one After
creation it became many But before 1t, It was only
one’ So the plurality which pertains to 1t during the
creaticn period is excluded by this ¢nly one at hrstae
before creation not many as after creation

Now what does ‘without a second’ mean ? creation
requires not only th. maternal canse but alsv an agent
It has been said that sat, the Existent was the mate-
nal of whi h the world s made \Vas there also an
Agent apart from Sat, who, using Sat as the materzal
created the world ? No Sat itself was the creator It
was the creator as well as the matemal This we
know from the subsequent statement “jt cre-
ated fire’ So previcusly there was not an ageut
separate from sat  Therefore only sat without
a second was there before creation *Only one’ ex
cludes all created things and bemngs **Adv tiyam” ex
cludes a being equal to sat as the creator

‘It saw’ smplies that sat was an intelligent bemng
After 1ts will to become many and to be born what
did 1t do ?1t created fire To be con istent with I shall
become many 1shall be horn? he might have tad
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‘It became fire,’ wmstead of ‘it created fire> Dut
he purposely made the change in expression The
sigmificance of which has been already indicated The
teacher wante| to convey to his disciple the idea of
oneness of the material causc and the agent chuse of
the creation and for that he wvented and employed
this device This 1s however a formula capable

of conveying the idea of separatenress between
the creator and the created But this 1dea shruld

be avoided So descnbing the next creation Ud-
dalaka says “That fire saw [ shall become many 1
shall be vorn * It 1s quite clear that ‘fire’ means here,
the intelligent being, Sat, with the form of fire, We
may understand from this that when Uddalika said
‘It creatcd fire’ be meant tosay that 1t crcated for
itself the form of fire, and came 1nto existence 1n that-
form This Sat with the form of fire, having the same

will to become many and to be born creat.d water

and came into existence 1 that form Water again

having the same will created the form of earth and
existed as that

The first creation mentioned here 1s fire From a
part of 1t, was evolved water and from a vart of this
again was evolved earth Thus Sat created these
three forms for itself and existing 1n these three forms
it became three There are many kinds of lhving be-
1ngs 1n the world ¢ born from wombs, born from eags,
and growing from earth The ultimate oriein of ail

these Uddalaka declares, 1s these three elements s fire
water and earth
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Here anses the question  what was the matenal
from which fire was evolved ? Is it Sat itself or some
thing else ? If it be the former we will have to accept
that Sat utself undergoes changes where as there are
unequivocal statements in the Upanishats declariog
that 1t 5 absolutely changeless That some thing other
than Sat was the material 15 equally unacceptable be
cause there was nothing else than Sat before creatton
‘That some thing could come into existence out of no
thing has been rejected In reply to this question we
may say that we accept the second alternative  Since
nothing could come 1nto existence from nothing there
must have been something othe than the changeless Sat
which served as the material cause of tha fire Since
fire 1 an nsentient beng its matenal cause also must
bave been s0  This matenial cause of fire1s called
matter, praknti in Sanskrit  Thus the statement ‘It
created hre” itself suggests and warrants the nferenge
of matter existing even before creation The state-
ment cannot be explamned otherwise 1t would be nyfzan
ngless Such infercnce based on authoritative “sfate-
ments 15 called 0 “ansknt srufarthapaiis

There 19 no statement contradiching the existence
of matter hefore creation It has been sard that ¢ only
one” 1n the previous stalement contradicts Sat with
‘many’ which 1t becomes after creation It becomes
many” means 1t assumes and ewsts 11 many forms
Beanng this 1n mind we may eastly understand that
‘only one’ 1n the previgus sentence “  only nne with
out 2 second® means the absence of created forms
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which are responstble for Sat becoming and being many
1t had no forms then that would make 1t many There-
fore It was only one Just as plurality pertains to Sat
through the forms evolved from mattcr, oneness also
pertains to it through matter 1n its ongnal, formless
state It wasa sabtle state There was not yet such
change 1 1t as to make 1t fit {cr evolving differcnt
forms  So 1t wis only one and with 1t Sat was only
one Because there are many forms evolved from
matter and Sat indwells each and every one of them
Sat 1s many durmg the time of creation But during the
time of destruction, matter remaming only one undi-
flerentiated and subtle entity, Sat, indwelling it, also
remains only one Thus 1t may be seen that ‘only one’
in the sentence 1snot onlv not opposed tothe presump-

tion of the existence of matter but require 1t for its
explanation and justifies 1t

We saw that ‘alone’ after ‘Sat 1n the sentcnce exs
cludes the non-existent, while ‘adtttyam'—without a
second—excludes an agent separate from Sat. So

these two also do not contradict the existence of matter
before creation

Just as, due to srutaarthaapattr, we are compelled
to take Sat in the sense ‘Sat with matter 1n 1ts onigi-

nal, changeless ana undifferentiated state, so we have
to take ‘this’ also m the sentence In a sense wider
than 1t would ordinanly carry ‘This’ 1n the sen-
tence means ‘the world’ that We see 1e, each
and every one of things which constitute what we
collectively call the world op universe, All those things
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are we know evolved from matter and not from
Sat  Thete 15 no identity therefore between Sat and
and the world  These are entirely disunct and diffe-

rent from each other How 15 then ‘this' in the sen-
tence put 1n coordination with Sat ?

“The ansuner 1s that this co-ordination 1s intended
to teach us some thing The world or any thing tn 1t 13
not what our ordinary exprience shows 1t to be There
15 some thing i it dwelhng within ¥ some thing to
which 1t 1s ap adjunct, some thing of which it 152 form
“This” here means that which his “tius® for 1ts  form,
that whichexistsin this form *white’we know 1s a coloar,
“The colour of mill 15 white’! we say But when we say
"Ahilk ¢ whit 7 white means the substance which has the
white eolour because “white? 15 put in co-ordination
with milk, a substance  Siomlar is the case here This
ordinarily means the world we see Svetaketu or any
one ¢lse would take the word only in this sense and
~ccordingly the sentence would seem to carry theidea

that the world was previously the Existing one zlone
When however one realises that to be consistent with

the following statement ‘I saw I shall become many’
‘the existent one® 1n this sentence should mean an In

telhigent being, the question at once anses, *How could
tus world have been tho inteligent beng previously ?

The 1dentity seems mmpossible Since however the

staternent 1s an anthontative one and therefore cannot
be rejected as an 1ncorrect and meaningless one we
have to 1nterpret it o that 1t may convey a sensible

and correct idea We saw 1n *Muk 18 white’ white hag
an extended meaning  Lake wise ftlus’ 1n the Upam

shadic pessage under consideration must bhave an ex-
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tended meamng,and 1t can be ‘That which exsts in
the form of this world’ We do not and could not know
throngh our worldly experience that there 1s some be-
g mndwelling the worldly things and there are merely
the wisible forms of it Bat thus very passage of the
Upamishat teaches us this truth by impheation, What

1s here thus umplied 15 expressly tanght in the very
opening hine of the Isavasyopamishat: ‘Whatever 1s

there 1n this world all that 1s an abode of God ** Take
for instance a pot  Qur 1dea about 1tis that 1t 1s

simply a thing made of clay DBut sastras tell us that
it 15 a composite thing, the constituent parts bemg

the viaible clayish substance and the invisible Being
The former of these two 1s the form of the latter 1he
clay substance and the mwvisible inner Bewg hoth
together make what 1s called pot, though our worldly
expertence 1s hmited to the clay-substince alone. Now
bearing this in mind we will be 1n a position to appre-
ciate the philsophers when they say that though the
names used 1n ordinary speech are irtended to indr
cate only things evolved from wmatter the full signi-
ficance of them covers their inner Bemg also Pot
could meen that which exists with the form called'pot’,
Applying this principle we are able to understand that
the Upamshadic statement under consideration means,

“that being which exists now with this world as its
form was previously only Sat, the formless and name-

less Existent " We have already seen that in the state..

ment  “That fire saw I shall become many, Ishall be
born® ‘fires

means Sat with the form of fire The same
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principle 1s to be followed 1n nterpreting  this’ 1n the
passage we are now considenng

Satis the one reality There 15 nothing apart
from it  But that reality 1s not as has been already
stated a simple reahty  Matter 1s its permanent ad
junct It was sud thit matter remains i a subtle
state, with no forms, o names, no difference what
soever doring the tune of destruction Bnt dunng
the time of creation 1t1s 1 a gross state Thongh
this matter has changes and accordingly has different
states it remains always an adjunct to Sat  So St
15 always wsishin a2 composite entity, and not 1
sunple entity  This fact explans the name of the
philosophy Viashladrasla, the wview of oneness of
truth which 15 a compostte one

Sat possesses very many quahties also It was said
it 15 an intelligent being It 15 omnisclent, It has
will and skill to do whatever it pleases, and its will
never fails

“Having created the three elements”, Uddalaka
continued, ‘the God saw “entering 1nto the e gods
through this yiva.self I shall manifest forms and names
Of these I shall make each one a triple one? The ele
ments are mentioned bere s gods because they are

forms of God that dwells n them The three

eleuents, fire, water and earth which were the first
creation of Sat were incapable of producing the
world and thirgs m 1t So they were admixed

with each other, the process being called ?rsort
karana ot trple making Fach one of them was

<divided 1fito two halves, and one balf of each of them
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was again divided into two equal parts, 1.e,, two quar-
ters Then the integral half of fire and a quarter of
awater and a quarter of earth were combined together
and the combination made the fire from which all lu-
minous things were evolved Similarly the half of
origmal water with a quarter each of fire and earth
added to 1t became the tripled water and the half of
onginal earth together with a quarter each of fire and
water became the tripled earth and all watery and
earthen thirgs were created respectively from these
two iriple elements  Though each of these three tn-
ple elements 1s made of three different parts it retains

the old name, fire etc because the particular part do-
minates over the other two

So far Uddalaka was speaking about two categories
namely, Sat and matter Now, it must be noted he
makes mention of a third category, Jewa, The indi-
vidual sonl 1scalled jiwa, becaunse it hves being in

close and 1indispensable cantact with breath, prana 1n
Sanskrit  The pronoun anena, meaning ‘this® 1s used

here as 1f pointing to gyrva by finger with the purpose
of indicating that yiva 1s quite different from Sat. A

form with a name 1s created and Sat enters mto 1t,

putfing within 1t only one szoz This explains the

singular number of s2va, The jiva souls are countless
Each and every form that 1s created has a szva within

1t and Sat also 1s present there So each and every

thing 1n the world 1s a group of three the form,the soul
and Sat which 1sthe Supreme Soul This fact sug-
gested to the ancient authors comparing our body to
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Arjana’s chariot with hum and Sn Krishna in at

Another very important point to be nrted here1s
that unlike the elements, fire, water and eacth groz 18
not said to have been crcated it 1s simply referred to
as 'this yzoe® The 1 phication 1s that st existed even
during the time of destruction, though then having no
body no breath, no orgars, 1t was in noway bettetthan
the insentient matter, and 1t will exist forever Thongh
thus seva in atselfl 1s eternal st 1s said to have been
created when it 18 provided with a body and organs
When 1t comes to this worl] with 2 grass body 1t 1§
21 to be born and when 1t goes away leaving the
bady bebind 1t 1s 531d to die  For utself 1t has neither
bitth nor death  In whatever state it 1s 1t 18, like
matter, an inseparible 1djunct of “at There are thos
three truths or realities, namely, The Supreme Soul
here called Sat, siva and matter  Since however the
latter two are only adjuncts of Sat and have no inde
pendent exstence Sat together with these two Is
considered and often spoken of as ‘ote trpth?

Ithas been said that the three elements from
which the world and all things 1n 1t were evolved were
tnple oncs  Illustrating this and teferning for this
purpose to fire, the sun the moon and hightring all of
which pertain to the category of the tople fire element
Uddalaka tells Svetaketu that the red part of each of
them 15 that of fire, the white that of wates and dark
that of earth The triple fire 1n certaun precesses of
its evolation become these things and get the names of
fire the sun, the moon and lightaing and syryve difies
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rent purposes, But when these states are gone we
il find that only the three parts of the elements, red
white and dark are there, these alone are of perma-
pent nature Stmularly all things 1 the world are
effects of one or another of these tripie elements

Proceeding Uddalaka said that the three elements
being the material cause are not only responsible for
all things 1n the world but 1n the form of edibles they
also sustain the human and other beings e eat rice
or some thing like that,drink water and take nourishing
substances such as ghee and o1l These are said to
belong to the three elements, earth, water and fire res-
pectivly Each of these, when taken 1n, undergoes a
three fold change : one part of 1t becomes a gross cne,
another 2 middle one, and the third a sabtle one,“The
gross part of food,” savs Uddalaka, “forms excretion,
the middle flesh and the sabtle mind *The three parts
of water form urine, blood and breath, while those of
ghee form the bone, marrow and the speech organ
respectively. Illustrating the three subtle parts beco-
ming mind, breath and speech, Uddalaka says :—F‘Just
as the essence of curd when cnurned comes up and be-
comes ghee the essence of food water and ghee come
up and form mind breath and speech.’

Uddalaka causes anexperiment to be made 1n order
to convince Svetaketu about the point he now explain~
ed He asked hus son to fast for a fortnight though he

could take water so that he would not die, breath get-
ting nourishment from water On the sixteenth day
he was asked to recite passages of the Vedas he had
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mastered bat he conld not remember a single one of
thern  Then be took food and that embled him to
remember well and recite readilv 1ny 7% or samar or
yagus specified by his father guru This proved that

mind breath and specch owed their capacity to func-
tion to food, water and ghee ctc resp ctively

Svetakety well understood the teachings of tus
father, and felt enlightened He wis not only
folly convinced of but thoronghly apprecrated the
fact that since the supreme commander subscquently
called Sat, creites every thinz m the worls out of
himself, 1€, out of his 1ns=parible adjuncts nd every

thing 12 himself, to know him 1sto know all So the

course of nstroction stopped here Uadalaha how-
ever thought that there was yet much to be taught

and therelose gave another course of inctruction He
begins with des~nibing the sleep state of man When a
man sleeps,’ he says, “he becomes one with Sat ; he
merges 10 Sat which 15 his own Self * Sleep 13 a state
mn which jiva bas no conscience at all This hippens
becanse, after functioring for long, mind and other

sen<e organs get tired and rest on breath and so do
not function

Just as in the sleepstate so alson the wakeful
state, Sat s the support and abode of all born souls
When hung -y, one takes food and the food 15 changed
by water into that which constitutes and sustains the
body Lakewise when a tharsty man takey water this 1s
changed by heat into something which also keeps body
w2 living condition  'We clearly see therefore that,
body 18 an effect of the three elements How these
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evolve themselves so as to make the body of man that
takes 1 them has been already explamned What 1s
now specially to be noted 1s that in the reverse process

food loses 1itself 1n water and water loses stself 1n heat
and so on

Now our body asan effect must have a cause
Without a cause 1t could not have come 1nto existance,
and what could be the cause ? The ready and clear
answer 1s ‘food’ Let us take food in its wider sense,
the origmal earth, asin the previous statement relating
to the creation of the earth: ‘“That water
shall become many 1 shall be tbtorn, It created
focd® Farth also 1s an effect and must
acause 1 which it would merge
of its end comes, On

saw, I

have
when the time

the anology of {ood we
take, which, when desolved becomes fluid, we may 1n-

fer that water 1s the cause of earth Sivilarly we
have to infer that the cause of water 1s fire Since fire
could not bave come into existance out of nothing, 1t

must have its cause in Sat’ The Existant ¢Thus,

Uddalaka declares, ‘Sat 1s the ongin  Sat 1s the sup-
port and abode and Sat is the ultimate place of

merger of all these born souls > The 1dea 1s that since
everything 1n the world has sprung from Sat and mer-
ges in 1t at the end, 1t 1sthe matenal cause of all crea-
tions And since the effects of a materal cause rest only
on 1t, It isthe support, container, abode of all of them

Sat being the material cause of all born souls, it 15 the
ultimate bearer aud the resting place of them during
their wakeful state, though they remain within their
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respective bodies  This means that they owe their
existance to Sat

There 1s a tmrd state, that of dywng In this all
the outer organs merge in muind uund 1n breath, breath
18 j1va, jiva 1n the elements, and these 1n the supreme
God, Sat  So1n this state also Sat1s the final resting
place of all

After hearing so much said 1bout Sat the des.iple
may feel tempted to ask whether he could s.e that Sat
As 1if to forestall that question being asked, Uddalaka
calls 1t as subtility itself It 1s too subtle to be expe-
nenced directly by any of our sense ocgans, or to be

mferred It could be known onlv tarough teaching by
competent Gurus

Stating the concluston to which all that he saud so
far leads, Uddalaka declares that all things m the
world have thissubtility as their soul It bas keen
said that Sat 18 the sapport of all beings. This means
that bt for 1t they cannot exist, they cannot b2  Now
how does the Sat support thebeings? Like the table the
books ? or hke the basket the fruits ? No, i1t supports
them by its will Tt enters into everything that 1s
created and keeps it existing by 1ts will and controls
it. And since that which does all tht  1n re p=ct ofa

thing 1s called 1ts sonl, Sat doing all this 1n respect of
all creations 15 the soul of all these

From the two discourses there emerged two truths
about Sat It 1s the ongin of all things in the world
and 1t1s therr soul Has not Sat 1t’s own origin and
goul ? One may ask  With an 1dea toanswer this ques

tion with an emphatic ‘no’, Uddalaka asserts It 19
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Satya, It 1s Atma, It 1s of permanent and not of
ephemeral nature It does not have such statesas
birth growth, aging and death, which other beings pass
throagh  Therefore 1t has no onigin and  there could
be no origin for It. 1t 1s one without a second There
15 none else equal or supertor to 1t that could ensoul
1t It 1s the one supreme soul. It 1s changeless There-
fore Sdtya, It 1s Atma in the widest sense and not n
the narrow sense in which Jiva 1s, It 1s Satya where-
as all other things and beings 1n the world are full of
changes 1Itis Atma whereas all others are I¥’sbodies
Finally Uddalaka says, ‘That thou art, O ' Sveta-
ketn’ The principle underlying such coordination as
seen 1n this statement has been already ezplained The
teacher ntended to say to his diseiple this: “you are
a Jiva, an ndividval soul  You have got another soul
within you as one and all of other beings have. 7hat
nner soul of vours 1s Sat which I tanght you so long”,
It 15 clear there 1s nothing new 1n this statement What
was sa1d before 1n general 1s repeated 1n respect of this
one particular case so that Svetaketn mght learn
the lesson which Uddalaka thought, his son needed
very badly

The 1dea mtended to be conveyed by these words

18 this , ‘My dearson, look here  Listen to me, Your

busth/! existence, activities, all these and everything else
are entirely and absolately due to the will of Sat, the
“commander, your tnner soul  You are not an wdepen-
dent agent respect of any action yondo, If you
have rrsxastered the Vedas, f yon have g6t some ntells-



( 66 )

gence and wisdom and learming, 1t 1s all due toHis
grace But for Him you would be nothing, you weald
bave nothing, yon woanld have been able to do nothing

Realise this great truth and be humble and courteous
and respectful to your elders and not proud, indiffe-
rent and misbehaving as yon had been hither-to-fore

You are to Him what your body 1stoyou You are

not your own master He 15 your master You
stould serve Him and not your ownself »

: here could be no doubt that Svetaketn understood
his father’s words quite well ind introspected ‘I am
proud of having achieved thisand that By siying ‘you
are Sat?father tells me and wants me torealise that for
all that which I think 1 have done Sat 1s responsible
Sat 1s the independent agent Iam only an instru
ment in sts hand If I boast of any thing which I have
done 1t will be,father intends to tell me, like the boast-

ing of the brush used by an artist 1n drawing a fine
picture ?

It may be noted that the teaching of the great phi-
losophical truth 1s done here as the means of removing
Svetaketo’s pride just asit 13 done in the Gita, for

removing Arjunazs pgrief cavsed by thoughts of
the prospect of the ternble bloody war

Sadvidya proper 1s now over Since however Sveta
ketn had certan doubts and wanted them to be

Cleared, he asked hus {ather to teach hum farther, and
he clears his doubts  So the chapter continues

1t was said that during sleep jivas go to Sat and
reston It  If s0 how 1s it that jivas do not know that
they rest on It?  The answer 1s that as soonas the
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mind merges 1n breath they lose all conscience as well
as all contact with their respective bodies.
they could not kaow of their merging in Sat.
At the end of sleep they come away from Sat
Even this they do not know Hows 1t ? Thiss an-

other doubt  Uddalaka’s reply here 1s the same 4s be-
fore

Therefore

They do not regain their contact with body and
conscience until the mind emerges from breath and be-

gins to act, Bat they come away from Sat before the

mind does so So they cannot know their coming
away from Sat

Men die. There 1sthe end of the Jivas They
conld not exist daring the perind of destruction How
then could they be putin the forms evolved from
mat.er and the world created The reply to this ques-
1s this ; ““Look at the big tree here, all green with fall
of ife Hat 1t at the bottom or 1n the middle or at the
top of it It will be wet o long as it lives Enlivened
and permeated by a iva-soul 1t 1s full of growth
having a pleasant life  But when the Jiva withdraws
from one branch 1t driesup When again he with-
draws from another brarch it also becomes dry,
This s the case also with a thied tranch When
the Jiva leaves the wholetree, the entire tree dries np
We see Jiva’s absence 1s responsible for a part or
parts of the tree becoming dry and not the Jiva’s death,
because there 1s life in all the other parts of it By
this analogy one may understand that when men die
the death pertains to the body and not to Jivas They

pass away leaving their respective bodies behind and
these are dead,
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Then another question was ra1 ed It was said that
Sat was 1 very subtle Beng  Hew could this big um
verse spring from that subtle Pemng Uddalaka caused
a banian seed to be brought and broken toatrms And
asked Svetaletn to take one atom and break 1t fur
ther whichhe did Uddalaka put the question to
him ‘What do you see here ? When he rephed,
‘nothing, sir,” he said to hum ‘Is not this very ig tree

standing before us, grown from the subtility which
you do not see ? Have faith, voy *

The seed 18 not a mere physical entity If so,it
cculd not grow into a hving tree There must be some
thing 1n the seed other than the atoms which make 1t
which 16 responsible for its growth into a tree  That
thing bemng yvery subtle could not te seen and yet1thas
brought about the very big banian trce  Likewise Sat
being subtle may not be seen and yet we should con

ceive It as the cause of this big eniverse This 1s the
sigmificance of the example

Why should we accept an unscen thing as existing?
‘What 18 reen existe. What 1snot seen  goes not exizt.
Sat 15 not seen Thereflore It does not exist ‘No®, says
Uddalaka *The reasoning 1s wrong Put a quantity of
talt into a vessel full of water and let 1t digsolre com
Pletely in the water Then can yonsee the salt with your
eyes or feel 1t with tonch ? No Can we onthat 2ccount
deny the presence of =alt 1n the water? No because b
tasting the water from any part of the vesse]l we t=.-:pe!r
mience the galt  Likewise, we have to hold Sat exists

and 1s pr
an cmpn::e::e el:e:ywhere and m every thing though
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Though we can neither see nor toach the dis-
solved salt in the water, taste proves its presence
there’ There 1s nothing hke that to prove the exis-

d
f Sat ‘No'. says Uddalaka, A person carrie
:::; (t);lm;-folded from his native z:ountry and left as

such 1n the heart of a jungle unwanted by men, wonld
be with his face turned now to one diraction and now
to another which he could not know crying aloud,
¢ Blind-folded T ain brought here Blind-folded I "m
abandoned here,”” It somebody happens to go there,
and removing the eye-cover tells hum, ‘your country
lies 1n this direction Go i this direction,’ he, 1f 1ntelli-
gent and learned,making enquries village after village
reaches his own country, Similarly he who has a tea-
cher to teach and gude im will know and get realisa-
tion Such a person has to wait only ull ls getting
out from the body. Then he will attain Brahman
Uddalka meant tn say that thereare certain things
which we could not know by ourselves. They must be
known only through the teachings of competent teach-
ers Sat 15 such a subject. A learned and kwd and sym-
pathetic tescher would not only bring conviction to s
disciple regarding Sat, but also put him i the path of

Its realisation which would result m his freedom from
bondage and the attamnment of

Sat, the supreme Brah-
man, the nltimate goal and the destiny of man

Isit possible to achieve these results ? Attach-

ment to relatves and properties 13 inherent 1n map
How could he turn awa

the higher results ment;
to thus question

y from them apgd seek
oned above ? The reply

15 as  follows Attachment
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to relatives and properties 18 not inherent 1In man It s
conditioned an the body So long as one hves, one con
siders some persons and things as his own  But when
one dies the body itself ceases to be one’s own ot
to speek of the relatives ant properties Take mto
constderation the Jiva apart from the body which he
Jeaves ! ehind and which therefore 15 dead Who ase
his relations and whieh ts his property 7 When this
truth 15 taught amd lean , there 18 no doubt that
some at least would try to pet nd of thew attachment
to persons and worldly things and aspire for supenor
and permanent results

One more question which 15 the final ont
It1s Karma, actton that g responstble for Samsar,
sefies of births and deaths and the resnitant suff
erings of men  Each man has got his Karma that
hag accumulated from time immemonal No Karma
conld be got rid of unless 1ts result 1s experienced In

these circumstances 1s 1t possible for any man to be
ever free from Karma and attain Brahman ?

*Yes, it 18 possible ! says Uddalaka  ‘After know
1og the trath and greatness of St from a competent
teacher one should practise Dhyanayoga’ meditation
upon it When this yoga 1s ripe 1t becomes so powerful
as to render all the Karma of the practiser ineffective
ot him To iljustrate this To decide the case of a per
son accused of theft but denying the ¢harge, he (s asked
torecerve a red-hot sron ball with his hands.If what he
s21d was false he gets burnt which 18 the proof of s
guilt and if on the other band what he said was tyoe
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he 15 not burnt and having thus proved his innocence he
1s discharged The guilty man covers himself with
falsehood Therefore he gets burnt The innocent
man covers himself witt truth  Therefore thz hot
iron ball could not burs him  Satis truth  The well
practised meditation on the Sat-truth renders the pra-
ctiser Karma-proof No Karma of lus can have any
effect on him  He 1s freed from all of s accumulated
Karma. So there 1s nothing to prevent him from at-
taining Brabman As soon as he gets ont from hus Jast
body, he attains Brahman

Eight were the questions that hav: been raised and
thus answered by Uddalaka At the end of his answer
to each or the questionshe repeats with a slight change
the statements —

All this 1s ensouled by this subtility That 1s Satya,

That 15 Atma  That thou art

This repetition for mne times mdicates the stress
Uddalaka lays on these pomnts as the main and m-
portant theme of his teachings



2  Advaita

Philosophy, when unquahfied, means a systematic
thinking mn a general way 2bont the origm, cxistence:
and end of the world It seems that the purpose wel
tetn philosophy 1s intended to serve s discipline of
mind and devoloping its thinking capaaity But east-
ern philosophy devotes itself to showing the way lead-
ing to hberation from bondage, from Samsarg, the
source of all sorts of our sufferings Though this 15 the
common and oltimate aim of all schools of Indian phe
losophy 1t 1s only the Vedanta phiosophy that 18
directly and particolarly concerned with 1t If a man
feels tired with his hife, present as well as future,
such questions as the following ones naturally arse
m him; “who am I ? Why am 1 suffeing like
this ? Is it possble to be absolutely free from,all
these ? If so what 18 the means forit? Is it avail
able for me ¥ When he 1s anxipus and grows m
patient to have answers to these questions Vedanta
comes to help him Vedanta gives and itts only
Vedanta that could give full and satisfactory answers
to these and similar questions

Veda means that source of vahid knowledge which.
enables ns to know things tbat could not be hnown
otherwmse It 1s accepted as an authonty only on sach
things Things that are known already either by per
ception or inferente do not fall within the scope of its
teaching They are excluded from 1t, Since Vedanta
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is a part of Veda, 1t also 15 accepted as concerned only

with matters unknown otherwise. It follews that we

must take scrupulous care to underst and itand to find out

its true meaning, If we force 1t to mean sometning

which our worldly expertence or our ordinary and com-
mon reasonmng leads us to consider as truth, 1t may not
be 1its true meamng and no benehit could accrue
from 1t to us , we will be simply playing with Vedanta,
This was the prnciple strictly followed 1n nterpreting
the Sadvidya as we did in the preceding scction We
shall nuw consider whether Advaita could be the philor
sophy taught by Uddalaka to lis son  Explaning —

‘grawsry B Ay It a:aq - Vaacaaram-
bhanam Viksaro Naamadheyam Mrttiketyeva Satyam?
1n the 1llustrative passages Sankar: Says 1—

‘A AEFEAAE, A8 9w, 1 AT am
aeeafed | sTmdar afadda ufeda g v awafer »

‘only vame to be uttered There 18 no entuty

as an evolved thing  Speaking the truth mud
alone 1s the real thing’

There could be no doubt that this 1dea of the un-
reality of the evolved thing 1s extraneous to the words

of the Upamishat. When the mud takes the particnlar

shape it1s called 2 pot  There 15 no doubt the pot 15

mud  Bnt the particolar shape also 1s there. 1t 15 as
real as the mud W e see the shape with our own eyes
and feel it Besides, the thing m that shape serves cer--
tamn purposes and we see that when that shape goes 1t
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beeomes quite useless so for as those purposes are con
cerned It 1s not sublated by any sab cquent vahd ex
perience but lasts for scveral days, months, and years
What 18 there to warrant the attribution of unreality to
the evolved things 7 One and the same substance takes
very many shapes 1n succession or 1 1t8 several parts,

It 15 true the shapes are transitory and passipg events
But to say this 15 not the same as to say they are false

or inreal Uddalaka’s statement that the articles evo-
lved {rom the mud are real only as mud daes not and
cabnot mean that the evolved things are unreal This
18 an esample given for proving the possibility of the
Drevious statement regarding Adesa, *to know whom
18 toknow all* To suit and serve this purpose the
ezample must be one well known and folly famliar to
Svetaketn He had seen that the heap of mud that was
In the mormng 1n the pot maker’s hovse was tupped
In the afternoon into several and different objects He
knew that stnce all these articles were onl ¥ those evolv

ed from the heap of the mud that was seen 1n the
mormng, his comprehension of the mud n the motnng

mcladed 1n its conteuts the substance, though not
the shape, of every one of the articles sesq m the

afternoon  So the exanple h=lped Svetaketn 1n
concerving the nature of Adesa described by s

father He thought s father told hun that st

ag the comurehension of the mud iz the
sion of all articles made of it, so the comprehension of
Adesa could well be the comprebension of all things 1n
the world, This meant that jost as the mnd g the mate-

tomprehen
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71al cause of the pots etc the Adesa 1s the material
cause of all things 10 tne world. Is here any sugges-
tion of the pots ete or things 1n the world being false
orunreal ? Not only the idea of unreality of them
as neither suggeste! nor needed bat 1t 1s 1mpossi-
ble to have 1t Our worldly experience establishes
the realty and pot the opposite, unreality, of
Ppotsetc This being so how could Uddalaka expect

on the part of Svetaketu the 1dea of unrealty of the
effects of the matenal causes mud and others

What 1s excluded and consequently denied by the
assertion, ‘potetc are real only as mud,’ isnot the
Teality of the substince or the new shape but the
effects which 1n the new shape are called pots etc
beng any other substance than wud In spite of the
difference 1 the shape the sabstance of the effect con-
tinues to be the same mud and nothing else, 15
the 1dea Identitv between the material cause and
ats effects so for as the substance 1s concerned 1s the
pomnt which Uddalaka intended to bring home to
Svetaketu For this, unreality of the new shape or

dorm 1810 no way required It cannot be therefore
the meaning of the passage.

Agan raising the question ‘How could the partless

Sat change into something with a new form » Sankara
“5aYs 1n reply,

TSI qaiiEenaT  gheaREh e
HIIEAT RrAraedT-1edy
There could anse effects, forms, from the 1ma.

gined parts of Sat just as the serpent-form
<oes from the parts of the rope’
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The example 1 not quite apt The parts of the
rope are mot known as the 1nagwed ones, and
1t has been alrendy said that there 18 nothing to warrant
the presumption that the things in the world are un
real like the rope serpent These are though 1m
permanant, as real as Sat itself and therefore the ma
tenal cause of these must al o be real  The postuln
tion of imagined parts to Sat 15 baseless 1nd so unacee
ptable as mmplied by the Upamisat No doubt Sat
must have pagts since otherwise it could nat be the
material cause of the world Buot that the parts 1re
unreal or 1magined ones there 1s nothing to suggest

Explaming the next passage {* 2 3) Sankara says
o, e Yye S X B WeIT Ry @R
qfeEfa SIRERYY, | SHAEnSaamrgaTT,

“That Sat saw, dud the seeng  Thus matter ac-
cepted by Sankhyas 1snot the cause of the world
since 1t 15 accepted as insentient ?

The interpretation here 18 a8 it should be  But ac-
ording to this Sat must be accepted as one capable of
seeing and acting ~ccordingly  Such is not however
Sankara’s conception of Sat  For him 1t 15 one abso-
lately qoalitileas void of all attributes “This he makes
clear by his comments on *Sadeva¥6 2 1)

‘aRy | wigft mitram og gan Pl @
u% favgst faggd frmmg 0

‘Sat means emstence alone, an entity, subtle,
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viod of all disunctions, cmnnipresent, one, stan-
less, partless conscience

How could such Sat have the will to create, and
«reate the world ? Sankara thinks this will of Sat and
1ts action of creation also are the efects of Avidya, the
unreal matter  So in the subsequent hines of his coms
mentary he cites not only the example given by che
Upanshat bat also one of his own

e safal ST O S € S, | AR SRy
Sl | 991 9 R | 340 9 SSiE avn-
FRY grgaftweadq

‘How did he see » {Uddalaka) says :

‘I shall become plenty Shall be born profusely,
as the clay does in the form of the potetc and

agamn as the rope etc do in the form of serpent
etc occastoned by mnd’

It 1s quite elear that there 1s obsolutely no reason
o reject what the Upamshat expressly and unequivo-
cally states Sankara interprets as he does only to
make 1t smt his Advaita Sat 1s an intelligent being
and {all of all good qualities It willed to create the
world and created 1t, This 1s clearly stated here. If
this 1s not conmistent with Advaita and goes aganst 1t
the only reasonmable conclusion to arrive at s ‘that
Advaita 1s not and cannot be the philosophy which the
Upanishat teaches through the mouth of Uddalaka

No body can escape the position that Sat m itself
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could not be the material cause of fire Something has
to be attrbuted to 1t to make 1t possible for it to be-
come and create fire  [here being nothing to suggest
that that somsthing m1y be unréal we have to take it
as real On the other hind unreality of 1t 1s objec-
tionable mnce if accepted 1t pecessitates to explain
away the seeing and the action of creation of Sat and
to take hem in a secondary sense It 1s difficult to
understand Sankara when he says (under G 24)

*Since the seemng of Satis to be known only
tbrough Sabda (Veda)it cannot be takenna
secondary sense

1f Sat 1s the pure Advata Brahman it coold not
see in the proper and primary sense of the word If
on the other hand Sat saw m the proper primary sense

of the word 1t could not b the Nirvisesha Advaita
Brahman

“That fire saw’ (52 3) 1s correctly explared by
Sankara

“a weEE A% WT | Ivrevdfaa aq g 1—

That fire which was created by Sat saw what
18 meant 1s “Sat n the form of fire saw *

Bat 1t 18 difficult to explain why he should say sub-
sequently (under 6-2-4)

Yrgle {oa 1 I90 vagwad sy’

* The elements, fire, etc, are said to see t
them as if they do" ’ ’ g
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His Bhashya on “sixa ﬁ%ﬂtmsgqﬁzq”a‘entenng
through this pva-sel(” also 1s not quite clear”

tag @ gEfrg—se e adam e gie
g AT agEra e Ygugatiey grewgataer-
Hf wgemg | SgIATE ey aiy | gl b
I% WA Aty SRAEI SIUEaRRe geny-
wAafty 7 wghverdl | A&y, B2 Ak, 799
ArmrsgaR@t | I S & oA
s SRS, gedreEardanatad: |
s 1 aReE getates | st = gai-
| FPAEERIEIEAT A g Tieaary-
JaraniE:  SYaRaRstR srRahafa gel gEl
#E SAENHETFCRIRE | gt stasda-
gafea, Y9ar @ SR @ gegafihe ge-
v | 9 JetEengy: MRiwiy g
aufaer. TRARARTINT §9+77) qe8 qash P

Regarding Sat’s entening mnto the elements be raises
this question :“God being freefrom bondage and omns-
scient how 1s 1t that He wills “Entering the body, the
abode of hundreds of thousands of sufferings, I shall ex-
penence pawns ** Being independent why should he
enter ™ and mn answer says: ‘“True, this objection
would be there 1f 1t 1s said to enter by itself. How
then does 1t enter ? Through Jiva-self Because the
Upamshad saysso, he enters through Jiva and not
directly by lumself So all suflerings and experiences
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of pamn pertain to Jiva and not to himself » Thisis

a suitable and proper reply to the question rased, and
go Sankara might have stopped here

Since however this imphes Jiva's separateness from
God and offends Advaita, he adds

iva wndeed 15 a mere appeatance of God occa

stoned by contact with the effects of elements,
minds and others, just like the reflection of man
baving entered 1 the mirror and that of the sun
in water ¢tc  Contact with mind and others of
God who possesses unumaginable and limitless
powers 18 dne to lack of discernment of this na-
ture, and causing psendo-consciousness 1t 15 res-
ponstble for such false ideas as'I enjoy I suffer

1am ignorant® Having entered only through
the shadow which s tbe form of Jiva God him

& If 1s not touched by pleasure, pain and others
which belong to body Man and the Sun and
otbers having entered mto the mirror water etc

are not touched by the defects of the mieror and

water and others Simular 15 the case with
God?

There 13 nothing 1n the Upamshat to waraat the
assuroption that jva 13 only a shadow of God and not
a separate entity Even suppoang it s justifiable
it is extremely difficult to know how Sankara explains
the actnal experiences of patn and pleasure by people
In the world Shadow 1s not a sentient 'being and

therefore cannot have any pleasare or pun, Exactly
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the same 15 the case with mmd and body, Who
i1t that feels the pain and pleasure, if not God
Himself ?

Besides we shall see in the text shadow itself 1s
wmpossible A thing with a form and colour throws

its shadow 1 a muror or water Sat has none,

Further there could be neither mind nor body for Advat-
tins They are beld by them as false as the rope-
serpent  The lattur 1s imagined by a person due to
some corcumstances ' he pure Brahman 1s mcapable
of 1magining, and there 1s none else to do so
Equally unreasonable 1s his interpretation of
ELRIEEIGE Y
‘Fireness of fire has gone?
He wntes *
‘g3 aft eErEARITRaRR T o aara-
RARTEEITNR, SR | 57 SarSwiag
a1 FAagfE U} | wFagleeTar | sikagee-
A | U TENTGNINEYR CHER TEawy
qarysafita xeage Al e ¥afe SwreRE:
fernfaasfioraa | afFshE® § wErRmstEs)
TR afsdslamng: wgar
‘Thisbeing so what you think as fire apart
from the three entities (the ongmal fire, water
and earth) fireness of that fire 1s gone, The
idea of fire which you had before you under-
stood the truth by an analytical study of 1t has
now gone, That the name ‘fire’ also has gone
is meant here A ecrystal in contact with
a red thing when looked at causes the idea 1n
our mind ‘this1s an emerald® and makes us
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call 1t emerala unt)} we come to know the truth

of 1t As soon as we see the two things dis

tinctly the 1dea and the name go Simiar 1

the case here’

The=c could be no diffe.ence of opinton that this
15 a violes t interpretation  Sankara knows this well
and gives the true and cerrect meaming of the sunt

ence but only to be rejected because 1t goes agatnst
Advata He says

‘ag fyma giesgevaaar PR | SeeAarET st
aw, i ) agea e Qfgmfgeamasrag

zumifefy gww, a41 angusdy qennE: ) e
gisnsgavtdy uia
‘Now what 1s the nse of ! ninging in the idea
and name? Before dissection there was fire
That fireness of fhire went away by the dis-
section Just as there 1s no cloth when threads
ate drawn away No, this s not so bccause
fire 18 nothing but mere idea and name*
tankara frankly eays he had to reject the
natoral meanmng of the sentence tecause there 's no
such thing 1n reality as flre according tohtm  As an
avtbonty for this he refers to the next line of the
Upanishat ¢
‘T g amEd sty sudi@z awrg

(¢ )
which he mterprets as meaning  *The effect 1s
only to be rpoken of , mere name’

the three cptities
alone ~re troe”

Even if this,be the correct meaning
of the passage we have to reject it and interpret the
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passage anew, because our practical expericnce firmly
establishes the reahty of

re m every sense of the
term

It 15 not at all mireidenr wnd name Lhe the
emerald which the cryistal in contact with a red flower

cavsed to appear  Fire serves ovr practical purposes

Can that false emerald be put to any use ?  What 1s

and where 15 the comparison between the two?
Advartins always ignore easily and conveniently but
most uujustly and even 1isincerely this well estab-
lished difference between the real things and false
1deas

Sat combimng the three first-created elements in 2
particular manner evolves something which getsthe
name ‘fire’ and which serves very many purposes In
the world This something 1s nothing but a parti-
cular state of the three elements from which it 15

evolved When that state 1s disturbed 1t goes together

with the name ‘fire’ and there remain the three

elements, The state as fire comesand goes. The
substance remains and 1t 1s the same It 1s permanant
This 1s said by the passage quoted above Why
should you bring in the question of unreality here ?
Sankara 1s quite right when he says under (€-2 3) ¢
“wegfanefia g enifuamgs) @
But for those who found the rope distinctly the

wrong 1dea of 1t as a serpent and calling 1t as
such ceases *

But he 1s not so when he says immediately
after®

‘e  wiga it waifs vsegd |
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And just as for those who found distinetly the
nud calling 1t as pot etc and the idea of 1t as
peot etc cease’?

People are aware all the time that the pot 18 mud,

and perceive it as pot and they call it as pot  The
idea of it as pot and calling it as pot never cease
Ash any body m the world ponting to a muc pot
‘what 18 this 2 He will at once reply, *“This 1s 2 mod
pot ° The conception of 1 rope s a serpent and the
conception of 1t as a rope are mutually contradictory
and exclust e  Therefore the former 1s 1nvahidated
by the latter But the conception of a pot as a pot
and the conception of the same as mud are not so
A pot has both the aspects as pot and as mud There
fore there 15 no contradiction between the two com-
ceptions and none of them gets falsaied  When
the pot 16 broken there 1 no longer the pot and
then nobody will conceive the remawns as pot and
call it as such This proves only the temporary nature
of itand mt 1ts unreality So long the pot exsts
all take 1t as such and callttassuch  Fire 1s not
mere idea and name Mere 1dea and name do not
burn us but fire does

That thou art’ 15 given much importance angd
called ‘Mabavakya® Sankara says that this eculg
mean nothing else than identity of Itva with Gog,
God was described from the beginning as the ulhmate
cause of the uniserse  “Thou’ referning o Svetakety

means 2 jiva who 15 a bound ggy) How could there
be any identity between the two ? For getting over

this difficulty Advattins resort to ‘Lakshana’ the secon-
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dary sigmificance of the two words ‘That’ and ‘thou’.
But according to the rules of interpretation 1t should
be avoided \f possible It cauld be well avoided here.
We have seen that (n the statements ‘That fire
created  *That water created - fire and water mean
even according to Sankara God n these forms,
Simtlarly ‘That thou art’ means *you are a form of 1t%,
*vou have 1t as your soul’ ‘your soulis that? [hat
which exists with 1n you as its form 1s that,’ Uddalaka
began his teaching, saying ‘Sat alone wasall this before
creation’ and explaining the relation between the
world and sat, which makes 1t possible to put them 1n
co-ordinate terms says in the conclusion: ‘All this
has It for its soul “The i1dea mntended to be
conveyed 1s that the soul-and-body relationship 1s
responsible for the co-ordmnation  Sat enters 1nto
everything that 1s created and remains there as its

soul  Svetaketu also 1s a created being

Sat 18
within him as his soul

So Svetaketu 1s sat.

‘What has been said so far s enough to convince
<ne that Advaita 1s not the philosophy that (he Upa-
nishat teaches but one mmposed on 1t bv Sankara
s Advaita was propounded by his predecessors them-

selves But 1t was only he that advocated, propa-
gated and defended from attacks,
Vedanta philosophy

the Indian philsophu

But for him the
would have lost its place among
es and gone down
very powerful witer and debater
in veda all g

He was g

He vanquished
contemporories  who  atticked
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Vedanta, and wrote great Commentaries on the Pras
thanatraje, panisads, Brahmasutras and the Bhaga
vadgita ixsides many independent works The credit
of not only having saved the Vedanta philosophy from
fallipg 1nto obhivien, not only restoring 1t to the place
i our lterature which st deserved to occupy and
which 1t origimally accupted but also making tt a more
respectable and wore moportairt and more valezble

philosophy than any other one should go there 1s no
doubt to Sankara

Two are tbc main consideratsers which drove
Gaudapadt and his successors to Advaita o the type
they propounded ind advocated The purpose of
vedant: 1& to help people that are anxious to attain
Mukii, hberation  Mokti once attamed 1s smd to be
everlasting A person once free will never get agmn
entangled 1n Sentsgra—this wordly hfe They thought
1t was ab olutely impossible to mamtam this position
except by Advalta

1t was sard that mukis or moksha veans enjoy
ment of such pleasure as lies beyond the entre scope
of speech and mind, pleasure undescrbable and uma
gnable, 1n the highest of the worlds It 18 opposed
to reason that a warld could be everlasting Any
world even the highest must be [ull of parts and
differences and so must have a beginming like this
wotld of curs ~ Any thin, that has a beginming must
hare an end It could nctbe everlasing 1t may
Ye a bigger or more durable heaven than that of the
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lower Gods  But at sometime 1t must perish This is
the consideration concermng the nature of mukl
Tle otber 1s concerned with the means, bhak#r. Any
result that 1s acbeived by human efforts must come
toand end, like svarga and other results brought
about by yaynas Bhakti1s also an action, though men-
tal, ke yajnas If svorga attamed through yagma s
subject to time limit, how could mukts attained through
Bbakt1 be otherwise ?

Following this line of reasoning the Nyaya philo-
sophers accepted smukiz and 1ts means i a negative
sense  Mukti for them 1s the total destruction of all
pain-factiors and 1ts means 1s cessation of all activities
with thelr causes resuitiog from the knowledge of
truath  This 1s not acceptable for Vedantins  Upani-
shads say clearly and uncquivocally that attainement
of Brahman 1s the ultimate end to be achieved by the
seeker and that 1s mukts while the means of 1t 1s the
Brahmanknowledge and nothing else. So a system
of philosophy which wonld be rational and at the
same time accords with the Upamshadic teachings had
to be founded Gaudapada founded it and Sankara
explawned, elaborated and defended 1t s L

(1) If Mukts 15 something newly acquired 1t
would not and could not be permanent For this
reason 1t had to be accepted that we have 1t already ;
we are always Muktas

{2) But this conld be impossible mn case we are
separate from Brahman because we are actually
born souls suffermg from all sorts of affhctions
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Vidanta, and wrote great tommentanies on the Pros-
thunotraje, panisads, Brahmasitras and the Bhaga
vadgita besiles niany independent works The credit
of not onty having saved the Vedanta philosophy fsom
falling 1nto oblivion, not only restormg st to the place
m our litersture which 1t deserved to occupy and
which 1t on, inally oscupred but also making 1t a mose
rerpectable and gore importart and more valuable

philosophy than any other one should go there 1s no
doubt to Sankara

Two are the main constderaticrs which drove
Gaundapada and his successors to Advaia o the type
they propounided ind adsncated The purpose of
vedantr 15 to help people that are anxtous to attan
Mukts, hberation  Mukt once attatned ss smd to be
everlastiog A person once free will never get agam
entangled in Samsara—this wordly ife They thought
1t was sbrofutely impossihle to maintan this position
except by Advaita

1t was said that mokls ot moksha veans enjoy
ment of such pleasure as lies beyond the enyre scope
of apeech and mind, pleasure undesenbable and nnima
giable, in the highest of the worlds iy opposed
toreason that a world could be everlasting Any
world even the highest must be full of parts and
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world of ours  Any thing that has 2 beginmpg must
have an end It could not be everlasting It may
be a bigger or more dutable heaven than that of the
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lower Gods But at sometime 1t must perish This is
the conmideration concerning the nature of 1nukis
Tle other 1s concerned with the means, bhak#r Any
result that 1s acheived by human efforts must come
toand end, like svarga and other res.lts brought
about by yaymas Bhakti s also an action, though men-
tal, like yajnas If svarga attained through yana 1s
subject to tume hmit, how could mukés attained through
Bhakt1 be otherwise ?
Following this line of reasoning the Nyaya philo-
sophers accepted mukiz and i1ts means in a negative
sense, Mukti for them 1s the total destruction of all
pan-factiors and 1ts means 1s cessation of all activities
with thelr causes resulting from the knowledge of
truth  This 15 not acceptable for Vedanuns  Upam-
shads say clearly and unequivocally that attainement
of Brahman 1s the ultimate end to be achieved by the
seeker and that is mukés while the means of 1t 15 the
Brahman-knowledge and nothing else So a system
of philosophy which wonld be rational and at the
same time accords with the Upamshadic teachings had
to be founded  Gauwdapada foundedt and Sankara
explained, elaborated and defended it ;
1) If Alukts s some
wou(ld) not and could r:o:hll:eg p’:::]: e icqmmd *
reason 1t had to be accepted that we hanv b ths
€1t already .
we are always Muktas, !
(2) But this could te 1mpossible
sepirate from Brabman becanse
born souls soffermg  from aj

I» case weare
we are actually
sorts of affhctiong
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Ttue compells us to accept identity of Jivas with
Brahman

(3) Brahman self could not be mukla 11 1t has
such changes as knowing and fot knowing So 1
must be qualitiless

(4) How conld the pure and the changeless Brah-
man turn to be Jivas expenencing pain and pleasure
and passing through the series of births and deaths ¥
Sankhyas have shown the way to explain this  There
18 something which obscaring Brahman, 1s responsible
for all world phenomena

(5) But that thing cannot be the prakess of the
fmankbya’s becavse 1t cannot be removed or destroyed
by knowledge jnanz, which 1s the means of mukis

taught by the Upanishats Instead 1t should be ignor
ance Avidya or Amana

{6) Since the negative jgoorance 1s ncapable of
bemg the matenal cause of the world we have

to accept it as the pomtive 1gnorance, Bhavarupa
Ajnana

(7) Avsdya 15 blind, insentient It cannot act
itself It requires something to make 1t a knower so

that it may act. So Brabhman lhke the Sankh)a
Purysa 15 accepted as conscience, ckasfanye Con
tacting such Brabman Awdya becomes a  knowes

and then acts

(8) The world and things in it bung only evolu-
tions of 1gnorance like the rope serpent and the shell
siiver, bow, 1t may be asked, could they serve practical
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purposes * A rope serpent cannot bite and the shell
silver cannot be turned into a vessel Tre¢ But
Bauddhas belp us 1n having an answer to this questien,
The worldly things are vyvah rra-satya, true so far as
the practical purposes are corcerned They are not
false 1n the sense 1n which the rope-serpent and others
are  They are removable only by Brahman know-
ledge and nothing else

Thus was Advaita worked out It may be setn
that except the names, Brahman and Jnana, about the
trath and means taught n the Upamsats, there 1s
nothing Upamstadic in this The whole system 1s
hased on reason and thought But 1t had to be made
Vedanta Sankara had the courage and ability to do
so and did so Hhis job was not to find out and tell
the world what the Upanisads teach but to bring them
m hne with s own philosophy Perhaps he was
frank enough to say son the beginning of the suirq-
bhashya wherein he first eapounds Advana with
reasoning and then mtroducing the sutra text says,.
“How this 1s the meaming of all vedantas wc shall
show 1w this  Sarnraka-Mimasasastra® (Brahma--
sutras)

He resorted to certan devices which enabled him
to dispose of very easily the Upamsadic passages and

Gita-slokas which were opposed to Advaita  He haq
no hesitation 1 making the prima focie v

conclusicn and wice versa 1 the Korpadhuka
last of the third Pada of the forth Adhya
Brahmasutras He openly says there that th

1ew the
rana the
ya of the-
S 1S 1NEV)--
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table since otherwise the vednata philosophy would
collapse Reading his Bhashyas any scholor with an
unbiased mind cannot escape getting the impression
that he 1s dragping the text to s own wview The
remark made by Bhaskara in one of the open
ing verses of his Bhashya on the Brahmasutras
that Sbankara interpreted the sutras corcealing
what they meant and potting on them lus own views,
1s cent percent true  One may be fully justihed if one
even goes to the extent of saying that Sankara’s com
mentaries, though called Bhashyis, are practically
tefutations of the texts FHaving veen thoroughly
dismatisfied with Sankara’s Advaita, Bhbaskara and
Yadovaprakasa expounded thewr own schools of ve-
danta  Bat they were not able to secure any
following for them The Bhashya of the former
fome how survived the danger of peml but that of
the latter did not. Ramanuja who came after
these two and who studied for sometime under the
latter recerved mnstructions 1n Visstadvaita which
Was coming down in the tradition represented by
Nathamom and his grancson Yamunacharya and
wrote his Snbhashya on the Brahmasutras estab

lishing this Vedanta philosophy and criticising San

kara’s Advaita as well as the views of gthers Tanka,
Dramda and Gubadeva afe some among the Achar

yas who belong to the pre Sapkara period and
were advocates of Visistadvaita And they are said
to be the followers of Bhagawan Bodbayama, who
WIote an extensive ccmmentary on the Brahmasutras
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Ramanuja found the way to get over the diffi-
culties which confronted Sinkara  Let us accept
subts as 1t 1s described by the Upamshats in a very
plan language, “enjoyment of indescribable and
ummagnable bliss 0 the highest of the world » Why
chould 1t have an end ? Any world must one day
perish like the world of ours, 1s nota vahd inference,
That there 15 a world to which the freed souls go and
enjoy we know only through Srue  1f the same
Srubs tells us that that world 15 eternal how could
your inference based on the anology of this world
contradict 1t 7 Let us consder the example of God.
The agent of any action 1n this world 1sa bound soul Is
it therefore reasonable to conclude God the creater of

the world also must be a bound soul God and bound

soul are contradiztory terms Simlar 1s the case

with the world to which the freed souls go Vaukuntha
1s the eternal world How could you connect the
1dea of pernshableness wich it ? Either yon deny the

exstence of that world or accept it as eternal, There
15 no other alternative

With regard to Bhakt: there 1s no doubt it 1sa
mental action But it does nct yeld mukiz in the
same manner as yayna yields svarga. Jivas are 1n
their nature capable of going to Varkunthz and enjoy-
ing the extreme bliss there But they are prevented
from it by thewr karma Bhakt: removes this obs-
troction and smukis happens antomatically and re-

mams for ever, It 1s their nght, and the capacity

7 experience it 1s inherent m hem. They are
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enternal and the wonderful world also 15 eternal.
How con)d #ukis once attained come to an end?

Thas Vedanta philosophy could stand on its own.
It 15 1n po need at all of all the inventions of Advaita
On the other hand Advaita is not only un vedantis
but also untenable It 18 so weeh that excepting
Brahtran the absolute therg s no furdamental pomnt
on which there 18 agteement among its follower them
selves. For some among them Maya 1s different from
Avidya while for others hoth are one and the same
Some hold that Avidya rests onthe Absolute Brahmar
while others hold it rests on Jiva  According to somé
there 18 only one Jiva but according to others there
ate many Surilarly thece are divergent and oppostte
views held regarding the matenal cause of the world,
the mature of God, Jiva mukts ond neans of mukis,
and Jivan mukt: that 1s Mukt: while living etc

A later av hor holdmg views ciflerent from
these; of an ancient one has to put forth reasons
for regecting the wiews of the latter In this
way almost all views on the important points
of Advaila have met wuh adverse criticisme from
Advaitins themselves  The amportant topics on which
there were divergent and murtoally contradictory
views, and soch views on esch point were so many
that Appayyadikshita thovght 1 fit to wnte a fauly
g work called Siddbantalesasangraha asing them»
as materal Al the views which ar= oppoed to
each other apd mutnally contradictery cannot be
ssdidfigntas  Which particulay one of tbem may be
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<0 1t would be difficult to decide But since almost
all these are corollaries of accepting the qualitless
absolute Brahman the first and fore nost question
to be considered in connection with the study of
soundness or otherwise of Advaita 1s whether we can
explain the world phenomena with that Brahman
as the ultimate Truth Ramanuja considers in detail
and extensively the question of proof of such Trath
and comes to the concluston that there 1s, there could
be, no proof at all The other question 1s whether
the Advaita Brahman can be the ultimate cause of
the world Such Brahman as that 1s incapable of
1.nowing or willing or doing anything, How could
the world come nlo existence or appear ? It has
been suid 1n Advaita that knosing or willing means
2 change and there could be no change in Brahman
Now Maya 1s brought in, Let us accept for the sake
of argument there 1s such thing as Maya, What

happens? Maya 1s insentient hke Sankhya’s Prakssts,

1t could not think or move Badarayana in his Brah-

masntras 15 emphatic 1n declaning that the Sankhya
philosophy bas awefully failed to explain ti e existance
of the world We have to consider how 1s Advaita
better ? Brahman 1s a changless being Like San.
khyas’ Purusha and Maya 1s as insentient as therr
Prakszis In none of them any thinking or movement
towards the creation of the world could happen.
‘Umted the two act’ 1s no answer, since union itself
1s 1mpossible  Besides, two blind men coming to-
gether cannot become capable of seemngy, and the
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lames coming together canmot become capable of
walking

Now Maya itself 15 nexplicable an tmpossible
category It covld not be rralin the sense i which
Brahman 15, becau e Advaita has no place for a
second reality If unreal, as the Advaitins have to
bold 1t to be, like the rope-serpent or shell silver it
must be one imagmed by somebody just as these
instances are  Now who 18 1t that imagines it ? The
abeolute Brahman 1s incapable of 1t and there 1s none
else than It, who could imaginit Tosay that it
has been there always without anybody’s tmagmation
and 1t 15 unreal 1s to speek m contradictory terms  If
it is unreal it should necesmanly be due to muscon
ception on the part of some one, jost like the stock
instances the rope snake and shellsilver Any thing
that has sts existance independent of one s false 1dea
or perception must be a real entity, neser an unreal
one hke the rope and shell or the real snake and sil
ver If Maya s fuch, then 1t 1z the same as San
khya’s Prakrti and nothing else

Old authors on Advaita have said

“Jiva and God, difference between these two

the pare conscience (Brabman the abcolute):

Avidya (Maya), the contact between Avidya

and Brahman, these six are for us

heginnin
lesg ¥ § g

If Avidya or Maya 15 ag beginningless a8 Brahmagy
and bas absolute co-existance with 1t 18 1t 5ot to be
considered as real ag Brahman ? What 13 there to
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make 1t unreal hike the rope-snake and the shell-silver ?
Here 1s 2 dilemma from which 1t 1s difficult to escape.
Maya if real wiil hill Advaita If otherwise there
must be, wheveas there 1s not, a sentunt agent whose
wrong conception would be responsible for ts appear-
ance 1 ostulation of another Maya cannot help to get
over the difficulty since the same question anses
regarding 1t also and postulation of further Mayas
will without helping 1n any way only result m od
wnfin

There 1s also another difficulty. e do not see
that the shell-silver evolves itself into something else
as mud or gold does 1nto pot or other useful articles,
Likewise the positive Avidya which 1s accepted by
Advaitins as false in the same sense as the shell-sitver
15, cannot be the maternal cause of the world The
fact that Advaitins are forced to accept the six cate.
gories as beginnigless clearly shows that they have
realised the tnpossiblity of explaining the appearance

of the world with one reality, the absolute Brahman

and the false Maya. It has been however already

pomnted out that begmninglessness of Awidya and its

falsity cannot go together Itisof much interest to

note that there 1s not a single one among the mult:-
tude of authors on Advaita incloding Sankara who
has raised this question relating to Maya or Awidya
and made a genuine attempt to answer 1t Every one
of them takes Avidya and its contact with the abso-

lute Brabman for granted and deals with several

topics with a view to defend Advaita At tumes some
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of these authors quite unable to meet cnbicisms
made by others are dnven to take such a nidi
culous position as forces them to say “lrrationality
1s an adoring virtwe of Avidya and not 2 defect
of t”

It has been said that Sankara advocated Advaita,
because he thought that except by being interpreted
as Advaita the Vedanta philosophy could mot be
gaved Many hent this philosophy of Sankara and
therefore stick toit  But candidly speaking one who
had thoroughly studied and understood 1t cannot help
wondering, how this most rrational and untenable
line of thinking not only rose to the level of philo-
sophy but secured for itself and occupied a very
important place among the philosophres of the world
It appears that the wrong notion on the part of majo
nty of scholars that the ultimate truth tanght by
philosophy must be devoid of all differences which
pertainea to this world of ours 18 responmble for 1t
Anyhow 1t 15, so far as 1 have studied 1t, a fact

that Advaita 18 net yet established It 15 yet to
“be proved
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